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faith has not yet reached its highest expression;
who are patient under a thousand disappointments
of their predictions and expectations of divine inter-
vention, because the possibilities are not yet ex-
hausted, but are unable to face the idea of a law-bound
love, that works on with the relentless blind regularity
of a mechanism, turning neither to the right nor
the left, to protect the just or to punish the unjust;
a love which to all appearance is indifferent to its
own cause, a love which ignores its lovers, dis-
appoints, betrays, and finally forsakes them in the
last darkness of death. But Luke omits the cry of
despair, and substitutes one of hope : " Father, into
Thy hands I commend my Spirit."

4. THE LAW OF FAILURE

What we might call the li Christ-phenomena/' i.e.
the sequence of events by which spirit-life develops
itself in the ordinary environment of "the world''
(i.e. of the majority of "psychic" men), are perfectly
natural and regular. Given the same spiritual
sincerity, purity, and strength on the one side,
and on the other the same sort of worldliness,
mediocrity, and animalism, the result will always
be the same in substance. Hence the honest men
and the prophets of all times, places, and religion
have in some measure reproduced the Christ-phe-
nomena. God's son has always been crucified by
the world "from the rising of the sun to the going
down of the same." Psychic men adore Truth in
the abstract; when it takes flesh and comes to them
in the concrete they crown it with thorns and spit